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to apply the same rigor, by the way, that we 
apply to reading, to math and science. It 
turns out that we’re doing fine in fourth 
grade math, and we’re doing fine in eighth 
grade math, but when kids get into high 
school, when it comes to the rest of the 
world, we’re falling down. And so therefore, 
it makes sense to measure in junior high and 
provide supplemental services for math, to 
make sure that our children have got the skill 
base necessary to become the engineers and 
scientists. 

AP works—Advanced Placement program 
works. If it’s—if you’re involved with your 
schools in your community, you know what 
I’m talking about. It’s important to set high 
standards. The Government ought to help 
train 70,000 teachers to become Advanced 
Placement teachers to raise the standards for 
our children. We need 30,000—30,000 sci-
entists and engineers to become adjunct pro-
fessors, so to speak, in the classrooms to 
make sure that—[applause]. I can go on for-
ever. 

Here’s the deal, though. Here’s what I’m 
trying to explain to you: We don’t need to 
fear the future, because we’re going to shape 
the future. We’ll make sure our children are 
educated. We’re going to make sure we do 
something about these junk lawsuits. We’re 
going to make sure that we do something 
about energy. Why I wanted to talk to you 
today, though, is to make sure that you un-
derstand that in order for this country to be 
competitive, in order for us not to fear the 
future, we got to keep your taxes low. 

I appreciate you for what you do for our 
country. Thanks for letting me come by and 
share some thoughts with you. God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Edward J. Mulcahy, chairman, and David A. 
Raymond, president, American Council of Engi-
neering Companies. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Members of Congress 
May 3, 2006 

I want to thank the Members of the House 
and the Senate, members of both parties, for 
a really constructive and important dialog. 

We talked about ways to deal with America’s 
energy problem. And we talked about it in 
a very constructive way, and I want to thank 
the Members for joining us. 

We talked about the need to make sure 
our consumers are treated fairly, that there 
be fairness in the marketplace, and there was 
common consensus that we need to hold 
people to account if they’re not dealing 
squarely with the American consumer. 

We talked about ways to help mitigate de-
mand, and one way to do so is to encourage 
alternative automobiles, like hybrid auto-
mobiles. And there seemed to be an agree-
ment that we ought to extend the tax credit 
for these kind of automobiles to encourage 
our consumers to purchase the hybrid auto-
mobile. 

We talked about ways to—the need to re-
search, to spend money for research and de-
velopment, to change the fuels that we use 
in automobiles. One of the great promising 
sources of fuel is ethanol, and we talked 
about ways to encourage not only the produc-
tion of ethanol but the distribution of eth-
anol. 

We talked about the need to continue re-
search and development into new types of 
batteries so that the American consumer will 
be able to drive the first 40 miles on elec-
tricity. We talked about the need to increase 
supply of energy. One of the things that is 
necessary to help relieve price is to increase 
the amount of gasoline. 

We talked about regulatory relief, to see 
to it that we can expand refining capacity and 
build new refineries. If the American people 
want there to be a lower price of gasoline, 
we need more gasoline on the marketplace. 

And so we talked about commonsense 
ideas. And I really do appreciate the mem-
bers from both political parties thinking 
strongly about how we can work together to 
serve the American consumer and make us 
less dependent on foreign sources of oil. The 
prices of gasoline should serve as a wake- 
up call to all of us involved in public office 
that we have got an energy security problem 
and a national security problem, and now is 
the time to deal with it in a forceful way. 
And I am heartened by the fact that we were 
able to have such a constructive dialog, and 
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that there’s a commitment to get good legis-
lation out of the Congress. 

Thank you all very much for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Statement on Zacarias Moussaoui 
May 3, 2006 

One year ago, Zacarias Moussaoui pled 
guilty in Federal court to six counts of ter-
rorism, including conspiracy to murder inno-
cent Americans. He openly rejoiced at their 
deaths. This afternoon the jurors in his sen-
tencing trial concluded that this man should 
spend the rest of his life in prison. 

Our thoughts today are with the families 
who lost loved ones on September 11th, 
2001. Our Nation continues to grieve for the 
men, women, and children who suffered and 
died that day. We are still deeply touched 
by the memory of rescuers who gave all, the 
passengers who ran a hijacked plane into the 
ground to prevent an even greater loss of life, 
and the frightened souls who comforted one 
another during their final moments on earth. 

The end of this trial represents the end 
of this case but not an end to the fight against 
terror. The enemy that struck our shores on 
September 11th is still active and remains 
determined to kill Americans. We will stay 
on the offensive against the terrorists. We 
will end their ability to plot and plan. We 
will deny them safe haven and the ability to 
gain weapons of mass murder. In these 41⁄2 
years, with good allies at our side, the United 
States has killed or captured many terrorists, 
shut down training camps, broken up terror 
cells in our own country, and removed re-
gimes that sponsored terror. We have many 
dedicated men and women fully engaged in 
this fight—in the military, intelligence, and 
homeland security; law enforcement per-
sonnel; and Federal investigators and pros-
ecutors who gather the evidence, make the 
case, and ensure that justice is done. They 
are doing superb work every day to remove 
this danger and to protect our country. 

We have had many victories, yet there is 
much left to do, and I will not relent in this 
struggle for the freedom and security of the 
American people. And we can be confident. 

Our cause is right, and the outcome is cer-
tain: Justice will be served; evil will not have 
the final say; this great Nation will prevail. 

Proclamation 8012—National Day of 
Prayer, 2006 
May 3, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout our Nation’s history, our citi-

zens have prayed and come together before 
God to offer Him gratitude, reflect on His 
will, seek His aid, and respond to His grace. 
On this National Day of Prayer, we thank 
God for His many blessings and His care of 
our country. 

God has greatly blessed the American peo-
ple, and in 1789, George Washington pro-
claimed: ‘‘It is the duty of all nations to ac-
knowledge the Providence of Almighty God, 
to obey His will, to be grateful for His bene-
fits, and to humbly implore His protection 
and favor.’’ Americans remain a prayerful and 
thankful people. We pray for the safety of 
our troops as they carry out dangerous mis-
sions with courage and compassion, and we 
remember the strength and sacrifice of their 
families. We pray for the good people of the 
Gulf Coast region as they work to rebuild 
their communities after the devastating hur-
ricanes of 2005, and we thank God for the 
volunteers who have opened their hearts to 
help their neighbors in a time of need. We 
pray for the protection of innocent lives and 
for the expansion of peace and liberty 
throughout the world. 

Through prayer, our faith is strengthened, 
our hearts are humbled, and our lives are 
transformed. May our Nation always have the 
humility to trust in the goodness of God’s 
plans. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, as 
amended, has called on our Nation to reaf-
firm the role of prayer in our culture and 
to respect the freedom of religion by recog-
nizing each year a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
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